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What made you give up a successful 
corporate career for writing?
I must clarify that I wrote my first two 
books while still with my corporate job. 
I do not come from a wealthy family and 
I could not afford to be irresponsible. 
Like I always joke I cannot tell my family 
to starve because daddy is discovering 
himself. I resigned only when my royalty 
cheque became more than my salary 
one. I know it sounds boring but I call it 
pragmatic.

When did you first realise that you had 
the ability to write a book?
I had never ever been creative and had 
never written fiction. It began about 11 
years ago when I was in IDBI Bank and an 
idea occurred to me on a philosophy of 
“what is evil” and the story emerged from 
there. The story is essentially a vehicle 
to convey the philosophy which was the 
genesis. 

Did you imagine that your first book 

would be a runaway success? 
I did not even think it would get published. 
When I was writing I was writing for 
myself and my family who had no choice 
but to read it. I was not thinking where 
the book would go and I wrote because I 
wanted to. I was happy with my banking 
job that can meet your responsibilities. 
Every single publisher refused to publish 
the book. It never occurred to me that I 
must give up but I was clear that I will do 
everything I can do. We self-published 
finally – my agent invested in the printing 
and I invested in the marketing and 
we made a virtue out of necessity. All 
publishers said the book had no hope 
of success as the youth are not keen on 
religion.

Tell us how you get your ideas for the 
innovative marketing strategies?
Initially all my savings went into marketing 
and it was the quality of ideas that 
worked. Also I cannot take credit as many 
of these ideas came from others and I 
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