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Born in Kerala, she grew up 

in Chennai and is now living in 

Bengaluru. anita nair is an ace 

author and poet. Her first book 

(Satyr of the Subway) won her a 

fellowship from the Virginia Center 

for Creative arts and the second 

one (The Better Man) was the first 

book by an indian author to be 

published by Picador USa. With a 

dozen books now behind her, in an 

exclusive chat, she tells us more on 

her interesting life.

How did the shift from creative 

director of an advertising 

agency to author happen?

i always wanted to write but 

initially i understood that i could 

not live off my writing or depend 

on my husband to support me so 

i continued to work in the agency 

while i also wrote. Since i had a 

degree in literature i ensured i could 

use it in my job. it was only much 

later that i got into writing full time 

once i became more established.

Tell us about your new novel Cut 

Like Wound. Was it a genre you 

wanted to write deliberately?

This has been different for me 

since i have always been writing 

literary fiction and the whodunit 

psychological thriller genre was 

new for me. This novel is steeped 

in Bangalore and begins on the 

first night of ramadan and ends 

on St Mary’s Feast with all the 

action unfolding over this 38-day 

period. The protagonist inspector 

Borei Gowda investigates a series 

of murders across the city that are 

seemingly unconnected except that 

all the victims are male and the 

same modus operandi is followed. 

However he is not very popular and 

has to battle official apathy in his 

quest to solve the mystery. 

Today, there are a lot of people 

who are writing and getting 

published. What do you think 

of the quality of new writing in 

English emerging from India?

Yes, it’s true that there is a lot of 

english writing but it’s sad that most 

of them do not rate anything above 

mediocre. i have been on a jury on 

new english writing and have been 

reading books back to back but i 

must say i am very disheartened at 

the quality of writing i am seeing.

Have you felt that you have 

not got your due as far as your 

writing is concerned?

in terms of recognition, financial 

income, readership and reaching 

various parts of the globe (some of 

her novels have been translated into 

30 languages), i can’t really complain 

since i have achieved much more 

than i could have envisaged. The only 

problem i have, which is not unique 

to me is in the literary establishment 

where women authors who write in 

english are not taken seriously. 

How different is writing children's 

books from adults' books? 

When i write for adults i write 

unconsciously and it’s completely 

natural. With children’s books i am 

more careful about the words i 

choose and the ideas i am planting 

and there is a bit of constantly 

looking over my shoulder that 

happens. Since the boredom 

threshold of a child is high, my 

writing must make sure that the 

reader is amused, entertained and 

intrigued. 

Where do you get inspiration for 

the characters in your novels?

i look around and observe people, 

and maybe borrow an eyebrow from 

here and a walking style from there. 

Basically i add various bits using my 

imagination and build characters that 

are not copied and have their own 

quirkiness factor.

Tell us about your poetry and 

Malabar Mind. Is writing poetry 

harder?

i started writing poetry much before 

i started with fiction but the need 

to tell a story was more compelling 

which is why i write more fiction. 

i almost always write poetry as a 

reaction to an event or to recollect 

an experience. Malabar Mind, my 

collection of poetry was initially 

published in 2003 and has been 

reissued by my publisher recently. 

it is also part of the Ba syllabus in 

a Gujarat University. i am collating 

another volume of poetry which i 

should release in a couple of years.

Born in Kerala, there is a lot 

of the Kerala influence in your 

books. Is this deliberate?

The Kerala influence is not deliberate 

but used since it is something that 

i can write with authority. in fact, 

Chennai where i grew up is another 

place i have used. it’s only now that 

i can say that i know Bangalore well. 

of course, in my first novel i was 

seeking familiar territory and Kerala 

inspires me in many ways. it’s not 

just the landscape or the sights, 

sounds and smells but the nature of 

its people and the quirky character 

it has that allows me to explore it in 

great depth.
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