
The sight of the green 
coconut palms, 
brown sand and blue 

water makes for a picture-
perfect vista. Add a beautiful 
stretch of backwaters and the 
visual becomes even more 
stunning. And this is exactly 
what I saw while heading 
into Neeleshwar Hermitage 
in North Kerala. This 
property co-exists beautifully 
with its surroundings. 
Spread over 12 acres of 
lush greenery with frangipani 
and banana trees, coconut 
groves and native fl owering 
plants, the 18 thatched 
cottages are designed 
according to the traditional 
architectural principles of 

Kerala Vaastu. The 
cottages redefi ne luxury 
with a teak verandah, large 
windows that let the outdoors 
merge seamlessly with the 
interiors, huge wooden 
beds, tables and planter-
style chairs, writing desks 
and cavernous wardrobes. 
The huge bathrooms 
are partly open to the 
sky with powerful solar 
showers and locally-sourced 
toiletries and also have 
eco-friendly plugs to 
conserve water. 

While you are here, you 
must experience the famed 
Ayurvedic treatments at Priya 
Ayurvedic Spa that has fi ve 
treatment rooms set around 

a central courtyard. The 
treatments use 100 percent 
natural products, organically 
produced by the Sahyadri 
Foundation. Also sample 
local delicacies at Annapurna 
(named after the goddess 
of nourishment) that offers 
a range of international 
fl avours. For a memorable 
dining experience, head to 
the Meenakshi restaurant 
close to the beach. But the 
star of this holiday is a cruise 
on The Lotus, the resort’s 
luxury houseboat that has 
two bedrooms, a bar and 
modern kitchen, indoor and 
al fresco dining areas and a 
personal chef! 

Cruise amidst the 

breathtaking beauty of the 
backwaters that unfolds 
amazing landscapes, 
beautiful sunsets and a place 
where time stands still. It is a 
memory for a lifetime. 

—Bindu Gopal Rao

TAKE A TROPICAL BREAK
NEELESHWAR HERMITAGE, KERALA

 NAVIGATOR
Go there for  A tranquil holiday far removed 
from urban chaos

Address  Kasargod District—671314, 
Northern Kerala 

Reservations  (0467) 2287510, 2288876, 
2288877, 2288878

Email  reservations@
neeleshwarhermitage.com

Website  www.neeleshwarhermitage.com

Tariff   `8,400 to `18,970 (single bed) 
plus taxes; `10,140 to `19,950 
(double bed) plus taxes. Rates are valid 
up to October 15.
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PURE INDULGENCE
RADISSON BLU HOTEL, PASCHIM VIHAR, NEW DELHI

Paschim Vihar is an 
unlikely location 
for a lavish fi ve-star 

hotel. But Radisson Blu 
caters essentially to business 
travellers, and seems to 
have drawn in a majority of 
the local crowd through its 
attractive deals and offers 
on food and beverage, 
and staycations. Entering 
the hotel, I was warmly 
welcomed with a bouquet 
and drinks, and the General 
Manager, Arun Arora, a jolly 
fellow with a big smile, was 
present too. 

Elegantly designed with a 
Neo Gothic theme, the hotel 
and the rooms blend ancient 
opulence and modern appeal. 
I was put up in a Business 
Class Room on the 12th fl oor, 
which had a lovely view of 
the surroundings. The rooms 
are equipped with a mini-
bar, wi-fi , work table and a 

control panel right beside 
your bed which not only 
helps you control the lights 
in your room, but also call for 
room service, housekeeping, 
laundry and the like. 

The hotel has 178 rooms 
with four types of suites—
Presidential, Executive, 
Deluxe and Junior—and 
two types of rooms, Superior 
and Business Class. Their 
all-day fi tness centre offers 
a selection of cardio and 
weight equipment. The hotel 
houses three banquet halls—
Sapphire, Pearl and Onyx 
(each of which can be further 
divided into two different 
sections)—two board rooms 
and three meeting rooms, 
spread over a 20,000-sq-ft 
area on the third fl oor. After 
a quick nap, I dropped by 
Level 2, the 24-hour coffee 
shop on the second fl oor. 
A quick conversation over 

snacks and drinks with the 
GM followed, after which 
I was ushered in to Vyoma, 
their spa, which offers a 
wide range of treatments 
from the regular back 
and neck massages to the 
extensive Sabai Stone 
Therapy, Balinese massage, 
Swedish massage and so 
on. Relaxed, I found a silent 
corner in ORO, the bar, and 
watched the live cricket 
match till dinnertime.

 Indiyaki, an Indo-
Japanese concept restaurant, 
is a fi ne place for a quick, 
yet fi lling meal. Their live 
kitchen serves a Teppanyaki 
version of Indian cuisines 
and a wide selection of 
dishes. Make sure to try 
the nalli nihari besides the 
speciality of the restaurant 
which is Teppanyaki. 

Also, every Sunday, they 
host the Sunday Carnival, 

which has a brunch buffet 
with live music, a magician 
(who taught me a few tricks) 
and also a wine tasting 
session which is held in their 
wine room.

Filled to the brim, I 
retreated back to the comfort 
of my room. The next day, 
after attending the carnival, 
learning some magic tricks, 
and tasting good wine, I 
walked out, content with
the satisfactory hospitality 
of Radisson.

—Anuj Sarma

 NAVIGATOR
Go there for  A pleasant staycation over 
the weekend

Address  Plot No. D, District Centre, 
Outer Ring Road, Paschim Vihar,  
New Delhi – 110087

Reservations  reservations@rdpvdelhi.com

Website  www.radissonblu.com/en/hotel-
newdelhipaschimvihar/contact

Tariff  `6,000 onwards 
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