
books at a store; relaxing at a garden; and 
attending a concert or dance performance 
of traditional music and dance, the city 
offers a tryst with traditional art and 
culture. And adding to the experience is 
local cuisine of which crisp dosas and 
fluffy idlis are most popular with a meal 
invariably ending with hot aromatic filter 
coffee.

JAISALMER 
Jaisalmer, located in the heart of the Thar 
Desert in the western state of Rajasthan, 
soothes the senses with its play of tones of 
brown and gold. Stretches of sand around 
the city, the spread of brown flat roofed 
homes, and the majestic fort, built of 
sandstone that glows like gold in the sun, 
make it appear like a dream in the desert. 
Walking through the streets and taking in 
the beauty of the stone havelis whose 
bearing juxtapose the solidity of stone with 
its potential for intricate decorative carving 
offers a unique flavour of the compact city. 

Adding to its dream-like persona is the 
stately fort edged by 99 curved bastions 
rising above the compact city and holding 
with its strong walls a vibrant, living 
world with a beautiful palace, stone 
residences, souvenir shops, restaurants 
and hotels, and Jain temples graced with 

the most exquisite and elaborate carving. 
Taking in the history of objects at the 

palace-museum, the beauty and 
symbolism of the carvings at the Jain 
temples, the crafts and textiles at the 
stores and enjoying a meal at a rooftop 
restaurant at sunset makes for a most 
memorable experience at the fort. 

SURAT 
Located on the banks of the Tapti River in 
Gujarat, Surat has always  been a bustling 
city. It enjoyed flourishing trade in 
centuries past as an important port that 
brought in traders and goods, and the 
legacy of its maritime past is evident in 
heritage structures and spaces.

Thriving in the present, from times 
past, is Surat’s standing as a centre for 
diamond cutting and polishing that has 
given it the title Diamond City of India. 
Surat is also a centre for the production of 

textiles. These traditional businesses, 
along with modern set-ups of IT and other 
companies, its development as a city and a 
slew of constructions have seen Surat 
emerge as one of the fastest-growing cities 
in the country.  

Travellers to Surat can experience the 
city’s fabric by visiting a spectrum of 
places from the Ambika Niketan Temple 
to the Castle; the Dutch, English and 
Armenian cemeteries; monuments dating 
to the Mughal times; Gopi Talav (lake); 
Sardar Patel Museum; the Science Centre; 
and the vibrant Chauta Bazaar. 

JAMMU
Jammu, located in Jammu & Kashmir, 
now declared a Union Territory, is a large 
city spreading out on the banks of Tawi 
River and edged by the Himalayas to the 
north. The city instantly comes to mind as 
the spot where many devotees choose to 
break their journey on way to the revered 
Vaishno Devi mountain shrine north of 
the city. Jammu also has many old temples 
and shrines including Raghunath Temple, 
Peer Kho Cave Temple and the 
Ranbireshwar Temple  and their presence 
has given it the title City of Temples. 

Jammu’s heritage of being an important 
city in times past is discovered at the 18th 
century Bahu Fort and the lovely terraced 
Baag-e-Bahu garden, and Bhimgarh Fort; 

Beautiful view of the colourful gopura at 
the Kapaleeshwarar temple in Chennai

Participants at a camel 
festival in Jaisalmer

The striking Amar 
Mahal in Jammu
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