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By Women For Women
A woman centric brand, Kanelle is a creation for women who love easy-to-wear fashion.  
Bindu Gopal Rao talks to Kanika Jain, its founder and creative director to know more…
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Kanelle is a combination of ‘Kanika’, the name 
of the fashion designer and ‘elle’ is a French 
word which means ‘she.’ This fashion brand 
is dedicated to women who enjoy looking 
fashionable every day. Founder and Creative 
Director, Kanika launched the brand in 2011 
after completing her Masters in Marketing from 
London. Kanika trained at the London College of 
Fashion where she learnt to hone her skills and 
master the basics of fashion. She moved back 
to India and worked on several projects including 
styling and assisting designers for the Wills India 
Fashion Week. Later she decided to stitch clothes 
for the contemporary young woman. 

Tell us someThing aBouT your 
early days. Was Fashion designing 
alWays your area oF inTeresT?
As a child, I used to see my mother dress up 
in gorgeous sarees. I was intrigued about the 
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“Kanelle is a brand 
created for women who 
liKe easy – to – wear 
fashion. its collections 
are an amalgamation of 
handcrafted indigenous 
textiles” 

to a certain category of women; hence, all our 
collections have something for all women who 
love fashion. Each garment, when styled, could 
transition from dressing up to dressing down. My 
definition of ‘#Kanellewoman’ is someone who 
likes to wear fashion every day. 

Tell us aBouT your cloThing 
lines. also WhaT are The 
diFFerenT kinds oF cloThing ThaT 
you make For Women?
As a brand, our idea of clothing is to make 
everyday clothing comfortable. Clothes should 
not only look fashionable at occasions. It must 
be embraced on an everyday basis. We also 
make essential separates as it gives women the 
freedom to wear each garment however she 
wishes to. Our clothes can easily transition from 

kind of fabrics that she wore. So I would ask 
her about them. Her love for textiles, urged me 
to learn more on the subject. With time, my 
inquisitiveness grew and I found myself being 
bitten by the fashion bug. That is where my love 
affair with fashion and textiles began.

When and Why did you sTarT 
kanelle?
Kanelle was born in 2011. I am a self-made 
designer and my intention has always been to 
speak my own design language. I wanted to bring 
to women my beautiful art. Since I had my own 
ideas, it only made sense to put pen to paper and 
create collections and bring out my talent. This 
prompted me to start my own label.

Tell us someThing oF The design 
philosophy oF kanelle?
Kanelle is a brand created for women who like 
easy – to – wear fashion. Its collections are an 
amalgamation of handcrafted indigenous textiles 
and meticulous details on timeless separates. 
Kanelle embraces wardrobe staples that are 
luxurious and feminine while being comfortable 
and unique. The brand is expressive, inclusive 
and transitional. Every collection has a story to 
tell that makes each piece expressive in its own 
way. We believe fashion should not be restricted 
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Who or WhaT inspires you?
Every collection is inspired by different things. 
Sometimes I am inspired by the nature or the 
environment and sometimes from an artist and 
their work. Sometimes it is just something that is 
in my mind. For example, I could be very positive 
about something like a book that I am reading or 
an artist that I like. This positivity will turn into an 
inspiration for me. 

hoW oFTen do you have neW 
collecTions and hoW do season 
inspire you?
We mostly have two main collections each year - 
Spring Summer and Fall Winter. There are some 
capsule collections that we launch in between 
seasons and introduce it around the year. This 
includes the launch of the festive line.

Which has Been The mosT 
challenging collecTion To daTe 
and Why?
Every collection comes with its own set of 
challenges. There is no particular collection 
that has been overtly challenging so far. We try 
and bring something new every season and 
though this means we have to face a new set 
of challenges, we continue to work very hard on 
each collection. 

every collection is inspired by 
different things. sometimes 
i am inspired by the nature 
or the environment and 
sometimes by an artist and 
their worK

day wear to evening wear. We have a festive  
line too that is launched during the festive  
season only. 

WhaT kind oF FaBrics do you use 
To make your cloThes?
A lot of our fabrics are handwoven textiles. 
Nevertheless, we make sure to use all natural 
fibres for our collections. The use of cottons, 
khadis, silks, organza, denim, wool etc and some 
part of knitwear in cotton and wool yarns are very 
prominent in our collections.

WhaT makes your collecTions 
unique? WhaT deFines your 
cloThes?
The surface designs and print patterns we create 
are very unique. Each collection we have is very 
expressive and has a story of its own. Our USP 
revolves around art, uniqueness and comfort.
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it is amazing to see how 
many brands are maKing 
conscious choices to 
become sustainable. 
however, excessive use 
of sustainability can also 
damage the environment

WhaT is your opinion on 
ecological choices in Fashion?
I think sustainability in fashion is a term that has 
been used in many ways and at many levels 
in today's time. It is amazing to see how some 
brands are making conscious choices to become 
sustainable. There is a marked change in the 
means used by organisations to avoid damaging 
or destroying our ecosystem. However, the flip 
side of the coin shows us how the excessive use 
of sustainability has also led to it being misused 
in a lot of ways. It is important for people to 
understand the realness of the subject and use 
their knowledge to make the right choices. 

WhaT are some oF The Fashion 
Trends you see in 2020?
There will be a further display of peasant dresses, 
happy playful prints on relaxed silhouettes, etc.

Tell us aBouT The FaBrics you are 
Working WiTh and Why you have 
chosen Them.
We mostly work with a mix of hand-woven 
and mill-made fabrics. However, all fabrics are 
made of natural fibers. We choose our fabrics 
very carefully in order to make sure it does not 
compromise our design, fit and comfort. 

hoW has your Fashion aesTheTics 
changed over The years?
I think in my personal opinion, if as a designer 
you are not progressing then you’re regressing. 
Every collection we do teaches us a lot. Each 
collection comes with a new set of challenges. 
With the passing of each year, we have only 
grown in terms of our learning. This has led us to 
dive deep in our craft and create designs that are 
artistic yet functional. Every collection has taught 
us something new and I feel proud to have learnt 
on the job. The last nine years have been full of 
challenges and there is so much learning that it 
has been a great journey. 


