By BINDU GOPAL RAO

F\ace shields, aerosol obstructors,
recyclable beds... these last
three months have seen students
find their foothold in the world of
innovation. From IITs to govern-
rgent colleges and schools, labs are
giving birth to budding inventors.
Nishaad Chachra, a Class VIIL
student of Vibgyor High Maratha-
halli, Bengaluru, has more on his
mind than just online classes and
Zooming with friends. He recently
developed an
aqutomatic and
contactless hand
sanitiser. Powered -
by an infra-red
sensor, the device
captures human
movement and
executes the
commands
accordingly.
Protection is the
need of the hour.
Students at the
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| cardboad beds designed

by the Anant National

! University, Ahmedabad

US-based Motwani Jadeja Family
Foundation. Their project, !
TeleVital, enables remote diagnosis
by capturing their vital statistics
through a webcam and browser.
The winning entry to bag $10,000
was iClassroom——created by
students of the Government i
College of Engineering, Kannur, E
Kerala. The project connects ‘
students and teachers through
social media-type interface.

Other IITs have upped the ante
t00. IIT Guwahati students have
designed and
developed
intubation boxes
that function as .
aerosol obstruc- '
tors. These boxes
are placed at the -
head of the ;
patient’s bed to o
limit the flow of
virus-laden ; \
droplets during
intubation. IIT
Delhi researchers. -
and PhD students
{ also developed a -
web-based dashboard for predict-
ing the spread of coronavirus. :
Called PRACRITI, it gives detailed
state-wise and district-wise
predictions for a three-week periot
‘and is updated weekly. iy

For some, Sustainability isthe
motivating factor. Anant Nation
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designed visors, corrugated
cardboard beds and separators for

materials that can be easily
“sourced, and are long lasting and.

recyclable,” says Dhaval Monani,

Director of Affordable Housing:

a design that is meaningful.”



