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Bindu Gopal Rao explores 
Weaverstory, a luxury authentic 
Indian handloom store that uses 
khadi, linen, cotton, georgette, 
silks and blended yarns to create 
exquisite pieces of clothing...
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EACH PIECE OF CLOTHING HERE 
TELLS THE STORY OF A WEAVER. 
THE IDEA IS THAT CUSTOMERS MUST 
UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE 
INTRICACY AND THOUGHT PROCESS 
BEHIND EACH GARMENT.

Co-founded by Nishant Malhotra on National 
Handloom day — August 8, 2015, Weaverstory 
was established to promote and preserve the 
dying art of Indian handlooms. The brand works 
on Tanchoi, Kadhwa, Cutwork, Kimkhab and 
Dumpaj among other patterns which have been 
given special attention. Each piece of clothing 
here tells the story of a weaver or an artist. The 
idea is that customers must understand and 
appreciate the intricacy and thought process 
behind each garment. Nishanth Malhotra tells us 
more in the following tête-à-tête.

WHEN AND WHY DID YOU  
START WEAVERSTORY?
In the Autumn of 2015, a master weaver  
was on the verge of quitting his ancestral 
profession. A resident of Varanasi, he and his 
brothers had always seen their father work on the 
loom weaving the famed Benarasi silk saris.  
It was a skill that he loved. But he was not 
earning enough. 
As we traversed through social media to find out 
responses for Benarasi silk saris, we realised 
that there was a raging demand by women for 
authentic handlooms. This led to the realisation 
that there was a possible mismatch of demand 
and supply. So we took it upon ourselves to help 
these weavers reach out to their end buyers. 
Weaverstory is our attempt to bring handcrafted 

products to the urban population. We aim to 
promote and preserve the art of Indian handlooms 
while focussing primarily on Benarasi weaves and 
reviving designs from museums and traditional 
forms with weavers.

WHAT IS THE USP OF THE CLOTHES AT 
WEAVERSTORY?
We are in the handloom and textile business. We 
specialise in Benarasi, Chanderi and Kanjivaram 
for bridal saris, lehengas, dupattas, fabrics, and 
ready-to-wear ensembles with customised hand 
embroideries. The label has also extended its 
name to designing and creating an exclusive 
range of suits and hand embroideries not only for 
the bride but also for the groom, and the entire 
family. We have the ability to customise handloom 
suits and deliver our own style. We have also 
extended our experience by styling whole looks 
for individuals and the people associated with 
them. Our team of in-house stylists and drapers 
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chosen to work with artisans who despite their 
tiny income are willing to dedicate themselves 
to the art. The label is on a mission to revive 
the Indian handloom industry and make it more 
accessible to everyone. Fabrics woven by hand 
make each piece unique. Even the same design, 
when repeated is never exactly the same and 
that is its USP. While machines are a powerful 
competition, you cannot compare them to the 
neatly replicated delicate handmade designs 
involving intricate weaves. Over the years, the 
minds of skilled weavers develop as they too 
work with master weavers, dyers etc before 
becoming one themselves. The power loom 
only does a part of the processing. It still needs 
a human mind to run it. That is one of the 
many reasons why handloom has continued to 
remain in vogue through the centuries. This also 
resonates in the fact that we have over 5000 
customers across 20 countries who do not 
appreciate the quality and design capabilities of 
power looms.

TELL US MORE ABOUT YOUR WORK 
WITH HANDLOOM WEAVES AND 
TRADITIONAL TEXTILE CRAFTS.
My work with handloom weaves has been 
inspiring. Each textile in a handloom weave 
brings alive a story of art that has lived through 
generations from Ikat to Kanchipuram, to 
Mangalagiri. The Patola silk from Patan is a 
revered fabric in the country. The authentic, 
double ikat Patola with motifs all over is a mark 
of tradition. We have also developed new and 
old motifs and patterns to suit contemporary 
audiences so as to encourage them to wear saris 
daily. Another area of focus on revival for us has 
been to encourage Koras, Cotton and Georgette 
weaving in the summer. As for designs, while 
we have almost all forms in Benarasi weaves, 
be it Jaals, Chaas ki Muthari, Neelambari, just 

also put in extra effort to make these important 
occasions of one’s life, memorable ones.

HOW DO YOU SELECT THE 
HANDLOOMS AND WEAVERS?
We have been entrusted by our previous 
generations to keep our heritage. So to 
continue to preserve it, we work with awardees 
channelising their resources and engaging 
younger weavers so that they continue to remain 
associated with their craft. We want to bring the 
best craftsmanship to the world from across 
weaving clusters of India. 

HOW DO YOU PLAN TO REVIVE THE 
HANDLOOM INDUSTRY? DO YOU 
THINK THE PRICE OF A HANDLOOM 
WEAVE WILL DETER A CUSTOMER AS 
COMPARED TO A POWER LOOM?
India is known for its textiles across the world. It 
is the only country where each state has its own 
unique weave and expertise. Handlooms will 
always hold a special place for connoisseurs of 
textiles. While power looms spin imitations at a 
much lower price, they can’t work with delicate 
fabrics and intricate designs. We have been 
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to name a few, we have also an exclusive range 
of Shikargahs in different weaving styles like real 
silver zari, Tanchois, Kimkhabs and the traditional 
zari work. We do a lot of fusion with designs too. 
For instance while creating a traditional Benarasi 
pattern with hunting and animal scenes reflecting 
northern Indian motifs on our saris, we also use 
designs from southern India in the same piece.

HOW DO YOU INCORPORATE 
SUSTAINABILITY INTO YOUR CLOTHES?
Handloom predominantly works with natural 
fibres and therefore remains sustainable. We 
focus on providing an expression to the natural 
creative instincts while restoring traditional craft. 
This provides a means of living for struggling 
craftsmen with a market to showcase their best 
products while weaving a story for their clients. 
Economic independence is key to making 
such artisans and their weaves sustainable. 
We encourage our weavers to experiment with 
organic dyes and water reuse, to sustain growth 
for products. The key is to keep the weaver 
engaged economically.

HOW HAS THE CUSTOMER RESPONSE 
BEEN IN TERMS OF THE PRICING 
OF HANDLOOMS AS COMPARED TO 
POWER LOOMS?
Handlooms take an ample amount of time and 
effort. But the delicate and neat work offered by 

skilled workers are missing in power looms. Every 
day a unique design is made which isn't a replica 
of the previous ones. Therefore, customers do 
not have a problem when they are asked to pay a 
higher price for handloom pieces.

HOW FREQUENTLY DO YOU BRING OUT 
NEW COLLECTIONS?
Handlooms are a journey and we are proud to 
be able to add one handcrafted piece to our 
collection daily. But weaving alters according 
to the season. In spite of that we continue to 
customise products according to requirements.

WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE PLANS?
We plan to extend our weaving clusters while 
increasing our presence in offline stores. 
Weaverstory is currently available in most Taj 
Khazana stores across India and will also be 
showcased in some international stores soon. 

HANDLOOM PREDOMINANTLY 
WORKS WITH NATURAL FIBRES AND 
THEREFORE REMAINS SUSTAINABLE. 
WE FOCUS ON PROVIDING AN 
EXPRESSION TO THE NATURAL 
CREATIVE INSTINCTS WHILE 
RESTORING TRADITIONAL CRAFT.


