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C
all it the Blue City, the 
Sun City, home of the rare 
Marwari or Malani horses 
or the land of magnificent 

forts and palaces – Jodhpur, 
the gateway to Thar, is a vibrant 
cultural hub that throbs with the 
beauty of its heritage and the 
warmth of its people. Positioned 
against the Thar desert's stark 
landscape, Jodhpur is Rajasthan's 
second-largest city, dating back 
to 1459 AD. The history of this 
prosperous city revolves around 
the Rathore clan, with Rao Jodha, 
the chief of the clan, credited for 
having established it.

The city boasts numerous 
architectural and historic 
splendours – the most notable 
being the imposing Mehrangarh 
fort, the opulent Umaid Bhawan 
Palace and the spectacular 
Samand Lake Palace. But Jodhpur 
is so much more than just these 
opulent sights.
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Popularly known as the Blue City, 
Jodhpur is not just a royal hub 
set against the backdrop of the 
desert. It's a bustling cultural 
centre with a vibrant soul 
TEXT: BINDU GOPAL RAO
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While visiting Mehrangarh 
fort, do not miss the jaw-
dropping Sheesh Mahal 
or the Glass Palace. Also 
explore the opulent Phool 
Mahal or Flower Hall, one 
of the most extravagant 
constructions in the 
palace. 

A recent addition to 
Jodhpur's bright facade 
are some spectacular 
public wall murals 
depicting the region's 
cultural heritage. 
Spot them near the 
Mehrangarh fort, their 
bright lines cutting 
across the hill snaking up 
towards the ramparts. 



A visit to Jodhpur is not 
complete without a walk 
around the old city area 
swathed in all shades of 
blue. Here, a large cluster 
of houses is painted in the 
said colour

VILLAGE TOUR
Away from the din of the city, a tour 
to the Guda Bishnoi village, home to 
the Bishnoi community, is peaceful. 
The community members are devout 
worshippers of nature in all forms, 
especially plants and animals. A jeep 
safari is the best way to explore the 
scenic surroundings during which 
you can interact with the locals. Spot 
migratory birds at the local lake, which 
is a watering hole for the endangered 
blackbuck and chinkara. This is a must-
do experience for wildlife lovers. 
 
HERITAGE WALK
While most of the new developments 
have made Jodhpur a modern city, the 
simple charms lie in the old city area 
swathed in all shades of blue. A heritage 
walk through the bustling lanes will take 
you into the historical heart of Jodhpur. 
You can sign up for one of the many 
tours on offer but bear in mind that these 
trips start early, as the perfect time for 
such walks is when the city is waking up. 
The tour is best enjoyed with a guide, 
who will point out important sights 
as well as homes, and regale you with 
stories of yore. Walk around beautiful 
temples and markets, and do stop for a 
bite at iconic eateries as you continue 

to learn about Jodhpur's history and 
traditions. Do not miss the famed tapri 
tea and local snacks at old eateries here. 

KAYLANA (KAILANA) LAKE
Catch a spectacular sunset at Kaylana 
Lake, located on the outskirts of the 
city. Surrounded by rolling hills, the lake 
paints a romantic picture, especially in 
winter, when Siberian cranes migrate 
here in large flocks. The winged visitors 
blanket the lake, their elegant stance 
resembling choreographed pirouettes. 
While birdwatchers and nature 

One of the most 
iconic landmarks of 
Jodhpur, the opulent 
Umaid Bhawan Palace  
was unveiled in 1943 
as one of the largest 
private residences 
in the world. It was 
commissioned by 
the then king Umaid 
Singh to generate 
employment for 
people affected 
by the famine in 
Rajasthan. A part of  
it is still home to  
the royal family, 
while in another is a 
heritage hotel

When to go: 
October to 
March
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FOOD NOT TO BE MISSED  
• Treat yourself to sweets like malpua, 

rabdi and makhan bada. Shandar 
Sweet Home offers a large variety. 

• Jodhpur is famous for its snacks and 
street food. Do try dahi chaat and 
mawa kachori.

• A local drink, makhaniya lassi, is best 
tried at Shri Mishrilal Hotel.

• For authentic dal baati churma (lentil 
soup and baked wheat balls), visit 
Bhawani Dal Bati Churma

• Visit Vijay Restaurant for the 
delicious malai roti;  Mahadev 
Matka Kulfi for matka kulfi 
and Bhamashah Paan 
Bhandar for meetha paan 
(betel leaf). 

• Try a dinner at the 
Chokhelao Mahal Terrace, 
an evening restaurant at the 
Mehrangarh Fort, for unique 
experience.  

ADVENTURE
• Near Jodhpur, try 

paragliding arranged by 
Sky Ventures.

• Enjoy a bird's-eye view 
of the Mehrangarh 
Fort and Jodhpur city 
as you zipline. The 
experience is offered  
by Flying Fox. 

• After you have explored 
the city, book yourself 
a desert safari and spot 
some wild animals.

WHAT TO SHOP 
AND WHERE

Head to Kapra Bazaar for 
traditional tie-dyed fabrics. 

You will also find sarees, 
dupattas, block-printed 

textiles and suit pieces here. 
For silver jewellery, visit 

Sarafa Bazaar. Juti Corner 
near the railway station 
is where you will find a 

large variety of traditional 
Jodhpuri mojaris and jootis 

(footwear). The bustling 
market near Ghanta Ghar is 
known for old shops selling 

a variety of spices. Visit it 
even if shopping is not on 
your mind for a feel of the 

vibrant city.  

Away from the din of the 
city, a tour to the Guda 
Bishnoi village, home to 
the Bishnoi community, is a 
peaceful experience

Things to Knowphotographers arrive here in 
large numbers, you can also enjoy 

boating. 

TOORJI STEPWELL
A walk from the bustling Sardar Bazaar 
(market) and Ghanta Ghar will take you 
to Toorji Ka Jhalra or Toorji stepwell. 
An architectural marvel, this was 
commissioned by Jodhpur Maharani 
Gulab Rai in the 18th century. Built 
with red sandstone, this geometrical 
stepwell is a hidden gem in the heart 
of the city. Recently rejuvenated, it 
boasts multiple pyramidal steps and 
on its walls are exquisite and ornate 
carvings, representing the best of 
Rajput architecture. There is a small yet 
popular eatery aptly called Stepwell 
Café nearby.

RANISAR & PADAMSAR 
LAKES
Ranisar and Padamsar are two adjacent 
lakes located in the vicinity of Fateh 
Pol at Mehrangarh fort. Said to have 
been constructed in 1459, the lakes 
were built to conserve rain water 

Toorji Stepwell
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Get a glimpse 
of vibrant 
rural life at the 
Bishnoi village



Bindu Gopal Rao is 
a freelance writer 
and photographer 
based in Bengaluru. 
Passionate about 
the environment, her 
interests include bird 
watching and looking 
for local nuances in any 
destination. You can 
follow her on Instagram 
(@bindugopalrao) and 
read her work on 
www.bindugopalrao.
com

SpiceJet connects direct flights to Jodhpur from Delhi and Mumbai. Also, enjoy one-stop 
connections to Bengaluru, Kolkata and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

on the orders of two queens. 
Today, these twin lakes attract 
visitors, who comes here to enjoy 
spectacular dawns and dusks. 
With the stunning fort walls in the 
background, the blue-green water 
of the lakes makes for a perfect 
and serene picture. 

MANDORE
The erstwhile capital of Marwar, 
Mandore is on the outskirts of 
Jodhpur, about 10 km from the 

Leopard 
Safari

Jodhpur has a long 
association with polo. 
It is said this is where 
the British cavalry 
learnt the nuances of 
the game. Even today, 
in winter, several polo 
events are hosted 
here with players 
coming from across 
the world. From 
December 6 to 31, the 
city will host the 23rd 
Jodhpur Polo Season

main city. The Mandore Gardens 
are most popular for the temple-
like cenotaphs of the region's 
former rulers. Keep some time 
to explore the Hall of Heroes and 
the Shrine of the Three Hundred 
Million Gods here. A little ahead 
lie the ruins of the erstwhile 
settlement of Mandore. 

KHEJARLA FORT 
Located around 85 km from 
Jodhpur, the 400-year old 
Khejarla Fort is a stunning red 
sandstone monument, now a hotel. 
A stunning example of Rajput 
architecture, it sits amid a rural 
expanse. 

LEOPARD SAFARI
Around 150 km from Jodhpur is 
Jawai, a small village located by the 
Jawai river. Commonly known as 
Jawai Bandh, named after a nearby 
dam built by Maharaja Umaid Singh, 
the then ruler of Jodhpur, is rich in 
wildlife. There are several resorts here 
that offer jeep safaris, during which 
you can spot leopards, sloth bear 
and even hyenas. Interestingly, Jawai 
enjoys pleasant weather throughout 
the year.
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Enjoy a jeep safari 
in Jawai, a small 
village located 
around 150 km 
from Jodhpur. 
There are several 
resorts here that 
offer these safaris, 
during which you 
can spot leopards 
and other wildlife


