
THE INFL IGHT MAGAZINE

15 LONG WEEKENDS
TRAVEL. YOUR BEST STORY IN 2023.



The year 2023 has many long 
breaks that will help you 
take short but much-needed 
holidays. Here's  the ultimate 
long weekend vacation list

THE 
YEAR 

OF MINI Vacays

L
ong weekends are 
always a good idea 
to make travel plans. 
However, the key is 

to be prepared and this is 
exactly what we tell you so 
that 2023 becomes the year 
of travel for you.

MARK THE DATES

January 26 (Thursday) 
Republic Day 

January 27 (Friday)  
Take the day off

January 28 (Saturday) 
Weekend

January 29 (Sunday) 
Weekend

TEXT: BINDU GOPAL RAO

January
KODAIKANAL
Ring in the first month of the year amidst the verdant 
landscapes of Kodaikanal. Often called the “Princess 
of Hill Stations”, Kodaikanal lies in the hills of Dindigul 
in Tamil Nadu. With emerald green forests, tranquil 
lakes and waterfalls with hiking trails, it is a serene 
vacation spot. 

Must see 
The hill station has its share of must-visit sites like 
Coaker's walk, Kodaikanal Lake, Bryant Park, Bear Shola 
Falls, Pine Forests and Pillar Rocks, and you could 
discover more when you take the offbeat path. Check 
out the Shembaganur Museum of Natural History that 
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Take note: Over the last 
few decades, Kodaikanal 
has become an important 
cheese-producing centre 
with several types of 
hand-made artisanal 
cheese on offer. The most 
famous is "Kodai Cheese." 

has an interesting taxidermy collection 
and is accessible as you make your 
way up to the town. Trek through the 
Rainbow Forest and explore the unique 
flora of the region. The Mannavanur 
sheep farm, a high-altitude grassland, 
offers picturesque rolling greens. Make a 
pitstop at the Kookal lake to soak in the 
serene surroundings. A trip to the Berijam 
forest within the Kodaikanal Wildlife 
Sanctuary is a good way to see local 
birds as well as the shy Nilgiri langurs. If 
you like history and architecture, explore 
the La Saleth Church and the CSI Christ 
the King Church.

Madurai is the nearest airport. 
SpiceJet connects direct flights to 
Madurai from Mumbai and Dubai. 
Also enjoy one-stop connections 
from multiple cities in India. 
Book now at www.spicejet.com
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Dubai airport is well-connected with Abu Dhabi. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Dubai from Delhi, 
Mumbai, Amritsar, Ahmedabad, Kochi, Madurai, Jaipur, Pune and Kozhikode. Book now at www.spicejet.com 

Take note: An interesting 
experience is the Abu Dhabi 
Pearl Journey that takes you on a 
leisurely cruise to offer an insight 
into the ancient pearling industry 
in the Arabian Gulf. Sailing on 
traditional pearling dhow boats, 
guests are offered an authentic 
experience, including Arabic 
coffee, snacks and Emirati 
sea-faring songs. The cruise is 
generally for around 90 minutes.

ABU DHABI
The capital of the United 
Arab Emirates, Abu Dhabi has 
something to offer everyone. Start 
your trip at the Sheikh Zayed 
Grand Mosque, which is also 
known for its beautiful architecture 
and has one of the world's largest 
hand-knotted carpets. A pitstop 
at Qasr Al Watan, the Presidential 
palace, is a must to understand 
Arabian heritage. Visit the Louvre 
Abu Dhabi, not just for its eclectic 
and universal art collection but also 
to admire the stunning white building 
juxtaposed against the brilliant blue 
sea. Do check the mangroves 
at Mangrove National Park. For 
some speed and thrill, head to 
the Yas Island and Ferrari World. 
For an evening of adventure book 
a desert safari with camel ride, 
dune bashing and camping. Abu 
Dhabi is a city of souks. Visit these 
traditional markets for spices, 
carpets, fruits, incense, and oudh 
or just to soak in their atmosphere!

MARK THE DATES

March 8 
(Wednesday) Holi

March 9 (Thursday) 
Take the day off

March 10 (Friday) 
Take the day off

March 11 (Saturday) 
Weekend 

March 12 (Sunday) 
Weekend

March
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MARK THE DATES

April 7, (Friday) Good Friday

April 8, (Saturday ) Weekend

April 9, (Sunday) Weekend 

SIKKIM
The beautiful state of Sikkim is home to 
Buddhist monasteries, mountain lakes, 
trekking trails and warm people. Explore 
sites like the tourist favourite Tsomgo 
Lake and the sacred Gurudongmar 
Lake. For adventure, plan a trip to Nathu 
La, one of the highest motorable roads 
in the world. The state is home to some 
of the most challenging Himalayan 
treks, including one to Goechala.

Some of the offbeat places you can 
visit include the Barsey Rhododendron 
Sanctuary. Borong is a haven for bird 
watchers, while Yuksom is often called 
the gateway to Mt Kangchenjunga and 
has scenic hiking trails. Do make time to 
visit Yumthang Valley, a sanctuary with 
hot springs, yaks and rolling meadows 
with a carpet of flowers.

The nearest well-connected airport is 
Bagdogra. SpiceJet connects direct flights to 
Bagdogra from Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, 
Bengaluru and Kolkata. Also enjoy one-stop 
connections from multiple cities in India. 
Book now at www.spicejet.com 

Take note: If you 
are an adventure 
enthusiast, take the 
ancient Silk Route 
tour in East Sikkim. 
The route is known 
for gorgeous views 
of the mountains, 
dizzying zig-zag 
roads with  
hairpin bends  
and quaint villages.

The nearest airport is Dharamshala. SpiceJet connects 
direct flights to Dharamshala from Delhi and convenient 
one-stop connections from Pune, Ahmedabad, Kolkata 
Jaipur and many more cities In India.  
Book now at www.spicejet.com

Take note: 
Just next to 
the St John 
Church stands the 
Raizada Hans Raj Memorial 
Trust Library where 
you can spend solitary 
hours browsing through 
old hardbound classics, 
vintage posters, books 
on the Indian railways 
and inspiring quotes by 
famous people. You can 
also make a day trip to 
Khajjiar, an hour away, for 
a cosy picnic by the idyllic 
crescent lake. Explore 
the Kalatop Wildlife 
Sanctuary nearby.

DALHOUSIE
Surrounded by snow-capped 
mountains and gorgeous valleys, 
Dalhousie in Himachal Pradesh is 
a delightful town with many less 
explored getaways. One such 
location is Sach Pass, a trekking 
trail at around 14,500 ft that will 
take you through tiny villages, 
high-altitude temples and glaciers. 
Moti Tibba is ideal to explore the 
pine, fir and oak forests and is great 
for a walk amidst verdant nature. 
Make time for a pitstop at Bhuttico 
for Kullu shawls, Shivkul Ashram 
for some soul healing, and Bhuri 
Singh Museum that gives you a 
wonderful insight into the historical 
and cultural heritage of Dalhousie. 
If time permits, visit the beautiful 
churches of St John and St Francis. 
And there is no way you can miss 
the ever bustling Mall Road! 

MARK THE DATES

April 1, (Saturday) 
Weekend 

April 2, (Sunday) 
Weekend

April 3, (Monday) Take 
the day off

April 4, (Tuesday) 
Mahavir Jayanti

April



Take note: Bir is 
a town of cafes 
offering cuisines 
from across the 
world. They line 
the road that leads 
to the paragliding 
landing site.

BIR, BILLING
Bir (and Billing, two villages 
about 10 km apart) in Himachal 
Pradesh is known as the 
country's paragliding capital but 
also has a Tibetan colony, with 
Tibetan Buddhist monasteries 
and meditation centres. The 
Sherabling Monastery and the 
Deer Park Institute here are 
worth a visit as well. May is a 
great time to be here as the 
weather is perfect for trekking, 
paragliding, mountain biking and 
other adventure activities. On the 
outskirts are rolling tea gardens, 
which can be turned into a fun 
day trip. Do check the Bir Road 
market for some retail therapy 
as well as admire the languid 
pace of life when you walk along 
the lake and enjoy tucking into 
authentic local Tibetan dishes. 
The clear nights are perfect  
for stargazing.

MARK THE DATES

May 5, (Friday) 
Buddha Purnima

May 6, (Saturday) 
Weekend

May 7, (Sunday) 
Weekend

May

The nearest airport is Dharamshala. SpiceJet connects direct flights to Dharamshala from Delhi and convenient 
one-stop connections from Pune, Ahmedabad, Kolkata Jaipur and many more cities In India.  
Book now at www.spicejet.com
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HANLE, LADAKH
Located in Ladakh, Hanle is home 
to the Hanle Monastery that dates 
back to the 17th century and the 
Indian Astronomical Observatory, 
one of the world's highest site for 
astronomical observation. India's 
first Dark Sky Reserve is located 
here, which means you can catch a 
glimpse of the Milky Way galaxy in 
the cloudless nights. The best time 
for stargazing is just before, during 
and soon after each new Moon. 

The Hanle River is serene and 
if you are lucky, you can also spot 
the Tibetan wild ass grazing on its 
bank. The Tibetan gazelle, and birds 
like the bar-headed goose and the 
crane can also be sighted. Spend 
a couple of days exploring Leh 
and acclimatising yourself to the 
altitude, before heading out  
to Hanle. 

Take note: Inside the 
Changthang Wildlife 
Sanctuary, a cluster 
of hamlets has been 
notified as the Hanle 
Dark Sky Reserve. 
The area around the 
Indian Astronomical 
Observatory is now a 
sanctuary for darkness, 
so that scientists and 
astronomy enthusiasts 
can access the night  
sky in its darkest  
possible form.

MARK THE DATES

June 29, (Thursday) Eid-al-Adha

June 30, (Friday) Take the day off

July 1, (Saturday) Weekend 

July 2, (Sunday) Weekend

June-July

The 17th 
century Hanle 
Monastery 
is one of the 
largest in 
the region, 
and also one 
of the most 
spectacular 
and secluded

The nearest airport is Leh, Ladakh. SpiceJet connects direct flights between Leh and Delhi. Also enjoy convenient 
one-stop flights from Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chennai and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com



WAYANAD
Located in the stunning Western 
Ghats, Wayanad in Kerala, is known 
for lush forests, emerald lakes, 
and spice and tea plantations. 
The Kanthanpara and Meenmutti 
waterfalls are beautiful and so 
is India’s largest Earth Dam, 
Banasura Sagar Dam that is located 
nearby. Plan a trek to Chembra 
Peak, one of the highest in the 
region. The ancient Edakkal Caves 
have interesting prehistoric rock 
carvings and is a must-see. A safari 
in the Muthanga Wildlife Sanctuary 
is recommended and so is a serene 
bamboo raft river cruise at Vythiri. 
While you can visit Wayanad any 
time of the year, it's prettiest  
during monsoon.

The well-connected airport is Bengaluru. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Bengaluru from 
Delhi, Pune, Goa, Patna, Gwalior and many more cities in India. Also, fly directly to Kozhikode from Dubai, 
Jeddah and Riyadh. Book now at www.spicejet.com

COORG
Often called the Scotland of India, Coorg 
in Karnataka is the land of rolling hills and 
coffee plantations. During monsoon, it 
transforms into a dreamy destination with 
cascading waterfalls and floating clouds. 
Enjoy a coffee trail that will take you 
through the bean to cup journey. Coorg 
has many popular sights like Abbey 
falls, Pushpagiri Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Namdroling Monastery, Raja's Seat, 
Madikeri Fort and Talacauvery, the holy 
birthplace of Cauvery river.

For offbeat adventures, head to the 
Chiklihole Reservoir and the Dubare 
Elephant Camp, a unique place where you 
can meet elephants up close. If you are 
up for adventure, try the Kote Betta trek 
or visit Mandalpatti hill that is especially 
famous for its jeep riding adventure.

MARK THE DATES

August 26 
(Saturday) Weekend

August 27 (Sunday) 
Weekend

August 28 (Monday) 
Take the day off

August 29 (Tuesday) 
Onam

August 30 
(Wednesday) 
Raksha Bandhan

Take note: You can't leave Wayanad 
without tasting the region's traditional 
cuisine. So, try appam with chicken 
stew, Malabar duck roast, Malabar 
biryani and fish curries.

The well-connected airport is Bengaluru. SpiceJet connects direct and 
one-stop flights to Bengaluru from Delhi, Pune, Goa, Patna, Gwalior 
and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

MARK THE DATES

August 12 (Saturday) Weekend

August 13 (Sunday) Weekend

August 14 (Monday) Take the day off

August 15 (Tuesday) Independence Day

August 16 (Wednesday) Parsi New Year

August

Take note: The region's 
Kodava cuisine is delectable. 
Feast on rice puttus (rolls 
of steamed rice flour 
and coconut), baimbalé 
curry (soaked bamboo 
shoot gravy), kootu curry 
(vegetable stew), and baale 
nuruk (a dish prepared with 
bananas, jaggery, coconut 
and spices). Also try the 
popular njandu (crab) curry.
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Take note: Goa is also home 
to some amazing wildlife 
and birds. Stop at the Bondla 
Wildlife Sanctuary, to spot 
sloth bear, elephant, deer, 
gaur, bison and birds like the 
Oriental dwarf kingfisher. 
The Bhagwan Mahavir 
Wildlife Sanctuary at Mollem, 
the largest protected wildlife 
area of Goa, is home to 
leopards and elephants. The 
magnificent Dudhsagar Falls 
is about 10 km from here. 

GOA
With its endless beaches, Goa 
has always been the most 
sought-after vacation destination, 
especially to ring in the New 
Year. Other than beaches, the 
beach-side shacks and nightclubs 
the must-see here are churches 
like Basilica de Bom Jesus and 
Se Cathedral, heritage sites like 
Fontainhas and Fort Aguada.  

Goa is also becoming a 
hotspot for wellness, with 
several resorts offering yoga and 
Ayurvedic sessions. To spend 
some peaceful time by the sea 
head to Butterfly Beach. For one 
of the most stunning sunsets 
in Goa, make a beeline for the 
secluded Cabo de Rama Beach.

MARK THE DATES

September 7, (Thursday) 
Janmashtami

September 8, (Friday) 
Take the day off

September 9 (Saturday) 
Weekend

September 10 (Sunday) 
Weekend

September

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Goa from 
Delhi, Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Hyderabad, Chennai, Pune and 
many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com



ZANSKAR VALLEY, 
LADAKH
Enveloped by snow for several 
months every year, the Zanskar 
Valley in Ladakh maybe one of 
the remotest of destinations 
in the Great Himalayas! The 
rugged landscape is famous for 
monasteries and world-famous 
treks. In winter, the Chadar Trek 
over the frozen Zanskar river is 
the experience of a lifetime. Offer 
a prayer at monasteries like the 
Sani, Phugtal and Lingshed. The 
Pensi La pass, lined by glaciers, is 
located nearby and is a sight like no 
other. Explore Padum, a cluster of 
small, whitewashed buildings in a 
vast plain, and around 30 km from 
Padum, visit the Zangla fortress. 
Zangla was once the capital of 
Zanskar and this palace pays 

tribute to that heritage. 
Do stop by and meet 

the friendly nuns 
at the Zangla 
nunnery nearby. 
In summer, 
enjoy rafting 
in the Zanskar 
river. Spend a 

day or two to 
acclimatise your 

body at Leh.

Take note: Stay in a 
homestay or with a 
local family and spend 
your days in lazy 
isolation. The Snow 
Leopard Conservancy’s 
Himalayan Homestays 
programme offers 
accommodation in 
several villages in 
Zanskar. 

MARK THE DATES

September 28 (Thursday) 
Eid Milad-un-Nabi 

September 29 (Friday)  
Take the day off

September 30 (Saturday) Weekend

October 1 (Sunday) Weekend 

October 2 (Monday) Gandhi Jayanti

September-October

A trip to Zanskar 
shouldn't be 
about chasing a 
list of must-see 
places. Explore 
at leisure and 
if possible, live 
with a local

The nearest airport is Leh. SpiceJet connects direct flights between Leh and Delhi. Also enjoy convenient one-stop 
flights from Mumbai, Ahmedabad, Chennai and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com
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Take note: Enjoy 
hot air balloon 
safaris for an 
aerial view of 
the restricted 
buffer zone and 
core zone of the 
national park.

way to soak in the park's wild 
ambience. Enjoy the safaris at 
Tala, Magadhi and Khitauli zones. 
You can also go bird watching. 
Bandhavgarh dates back to 
the ancient times and there are 
several caves with pre-historic 
inscriptions and rock paintings. 
The Bandhavgarh Fort holds 
mythological significance. It is 
said that it was gifted by Lord 
Rama to his younger brother 
Lord Lakshmana to keep a 
watch on Lanka. 

Best known for its popular 
eponymous national park, 
Bandhavgarh in Madhya Pradesh 
is where you are most likely 
to spot a tiger in the wild. It is 
said the former royal hunting 
ground has the highest density of 
royal Bengal tigers in the world! 
Guided jeep safaris, which are 
organised twice a day (morning 
and afternoon), are the best 

BANDHAVGARH

The nearest airports are Jabalpur and Khajuraho. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Jabalpur and 
Khajuraho from Delhi, Mumbai and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

MARK THE DATES

October 21 (Saturday) 
Weekend

October 22 (Sunday) 
Weekend

October 23, (Monday) 
Mahanavami

October 24, (Tuesday) 
Dussehra

October
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MARK THE DATES

November 25 (Saturday) Weekend

November 26 (Sunday) Weekend

November 27 (Monday) Guru Nanak Jayanti

GREAT RANN OF KUTCH
The Great Rann of Kutch is a landscape like no other. A 
salt marsh desert, it is most famous for its dramatic white 
landscape and the colourful Rann Utsav, an annual festival 
that takes place for a few months in winter. During the 
festival, enjoy a glimpse of Gujarat's vibrant culture and 
adventure sports. However, Kutch has many unique sites 
to explore like the Kutch Desert Sanctuary, Pingleshwar 
Beach, Surkotada Indus Valley Civilisation site, Kalo Dungar 
and the Prag Mahal palace. The Chhari Dhand Wetland 
Reserve is a haven for birdwatchers. Also, learn more 
about local crafts like lacquer ware, bell-making and rogan 
painting. Meet local craftsmen families and learn about 
their work, savour traditional fare at the community kitchen 
and enjoy folk cultural performances in the evenings. 

JAISALMER
Often referred to as the Golden City, Jaisalmer 
is a quintessential royal town in Rajasthan's Thar 
desert, where life is centered around its 'living 
fort'. The Jaisalmer Fort (also known as Sonar 
Kella or Golden Fortress), built in 1156 by king 
Rawal Jaisal, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Made from golden-honey sandstone, it is among 
the few living forts in the world. Outside the fort 
complex, make a trip to the impressive merchant 
residences, where you can see how the rich 
families lived. Explore the Nathmal ki Haveli, said 
to be one of the finest in this region. Make a trip 
to Gadisar Lake for serene views and a laser 
light and sound show. Try local dishes like daal-
bati (wheat balls with lentil), ker sangri (local 
vegetables) and laal maas (mutton dish) at any 
of the restaurants. End the day with a desert 
safari to a dune at the outskirts of the city. 

Take note: About 
an hour away from 
Jaisalmer is the 
Desert National Park, 
known for its eclectic 
feathered residents. 
Spot indigenous and 
migratory birds.

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Rajkot, 
Ahmedabad, Surat, Kandla and Bhavnagar from Delhi, 
Mumbai, Jaipur, Pune and many more cities in India.  
Book now at www.spicejet.com

MARK THE DATES

November 11 (Saturday) Weekend

November 12 (Sunday) Diwali

November 13 (Monday) Govardhan Puja

November

SpiceJet connects exclusive direct flights to Jaisalmer from Delhi, Mumbai, 
Jaipur and many other cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

Take note: One of the most 
immersive experiences in 
Kutch is staying like a local 
in traditional bhunga huts. 
These mud huts come 
equipped with such luxuries 
as air conditioners, heaters 
and even Wi-Fi! These 
accommodations can be 
availed at both the White 
Rann Resort and Hodka 
Village (about 20 km from 
the Rann Utsav Tent City). 

Book SpiceJet’s Taxi Service and travel stress-free to and
from the airport. A 100% confirmed, on-time and sanitized cab
is assured at all times.

*T&C apply.

For lowest flight fares, book on spicejet.com or call +91-124-4983410.

ZERO
CANCELLATIONS.
ZERO TENSION. 

SPICEJET’S ‘TAXI SERVICE’.
FOR AIRPORT DROPS AND PICK-UPS.

100%
CONFIRMED
CABS

ZERO
CANCELLATION
CHARGES

ZERO
WAIT TIME

INSTANT
CASHBACK

SANITIZED
CABS

HASSLE-FREE
TRAVEL
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MARK THE DATES

December 30 (Saturday) Weekend

December 31 (Sunday) Weekend

January 1, 2024 (Monday) 

The nearest well-connected airport is Guwahati. 
SpiceJet connects direct flights to Guwahati from 
Delhi, Mumbai, Jaipur and many more cities in India. 
Book now at www.spicejet.com

Take note: Around 
20 km from Port Blair 
is located Chidiya Tapu, 
famous for hundreds of 
birds. Go bird-watching  
or enjoy spectacular 
sunsets

MARK THE DATES

December 23 
(Saturday) Weekend

December 24 
(Sunday) Weekend

December 25 
(Monday) Christmas

December

With shimmering blue waters, unending 
silvery beaches, thrilling diving spots and 
mysterious dense forests, the far-flung 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands in the 
Bay of Bengal are the perfect tropical 
escape. The archipelago of over 500 
islands is dotted by innumerable beaches. 
While there is lots to see in capital Port 
Blair, it's best to head to the nearby islands. 
Start with Neil Island for a view of stunning 
coral reefs, white sandy beaches and 
tropical forest. Enjoy a spot of water sports 
in the crystal-clear sea here. Located close 
to the Neil Island jetty, Bharatpur is one 
of the best beaches with a vast sandy 
stretch. It is ideal for swimming and coral 
viewing on-board glass-bottom boats. A 
sunset experience is a must at the dreamy 
Lakshmanpur Beach. And if you can 
wake up early, a trip to the sunrise beach 
at Sitapur will reward you with amazing 
Instagram-worthy sky images.

ANDAMAN AND 
NICOBAR ISLANDS 

Take note: 
Bravehearts can drive 
around a couple 
of hours to try the 
Mawryngkhang Trek 
- one that goes over 
mountain ridges, 
patches of farms, 
raging rivers and even 
over nothing but a 
bed of rocks. It is said 
to be one of the  
most challenging  
in the region.

DAWKI, MEGHALAYA
For a scenic getaway, Dawki in 
Meghalaya is, easily, the hands down 
winner as it is ensconced in the 
beauty of nature, courtesy the very 
Instagrammable Umngot river. With 
its crystal clear waters that is often 
compared to a see-through glass, a boat 
ride here is magical. Camps by the river 
are popular during special occasions 
like the New Year. Dawki is surrounded 
by many gushing waterfalls like Byrdaw, 
Borhill and Mawlynnong, and Shillong 
and Cherrapunji are within driving 
distance. Not very far is Mawlynnong, 
known as one of the cleanest villages 
in Asia! Spare some time to marvel 
at a living root bridge. Around three 
hours away is Kongthong, the whistling 
village, where tunes are used instead of 
people's names! 

SpiceJet connects direct flights to Port Blair 
from Kolkata and Chennai. Also enjoy 
convenient one-stop flights from multiple 
cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com
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