
comes calling

M
arch heralds the arrival of 
spring in many parts of the 
world. After months of cold, 
the sun warms the soil and 

flowers carpet the landscape. Here 
are some ideas to shake off the winter 
blues with an incredible spring getaway!

Shillong

Take note: To experience 
Shillong's Raj-era charm 

walk into Pinewood 
Hotel, a Raj-era 

tea-growers' retreat 
turned into a state-

government-run hotel

Step out and party as nature dazzles us all around. 
Here's your travel bucket-list for the season

When spring
text: Bindu Gopal Rao

Meghalaya 
Swathes of flowers blooming under 
a bright and clear sky, nodding their 
heads to a gentle and pleasant breeze, 
seemingly unfazed by the hint of 
gathering clouds on the horizon! 
That's the magic of Shillong in spring. 
Surrounded by lush rolling hills, the 
‘Scotland of the East’, is a charming 
blend of colonial heritage and modern 
culture dominated by cosy cafes. Start 
your exploration with the towering 
Shillong Peak for unhindered views of 

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop exclusive connections to Shillong from Delhi and many
other destinations in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

Shillong spread at the foot of 
the highest point in the city. 
Stop by at the Umiam Lake 
and the three-tiered cascading 
Elephant Falls. Spend an  
afternoon boating on the 
Ward's Lake. Locally known 
as Nan-Polok, this horseshoe-
shaped lake is a spectacular 
sight, complete with isles and 
bridges. With the calming 
weather, plan a trek to the 
Laitlum Canyons about an hour 
away. With stunning gorges, 
hills, and valleys this is where 
you can experience the beauty 
of nature up close and personal.  
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Srinagar

Take note: Check out 
the Chashme Shahi 
Garden for the natural 
spring flowing through 
it and the nearby 
Pari Mahal. Pay a visit 
to the Shankaracharya 
Temple and see 
the stunning snow-
capped mountains 
from here. Pit stops 
at Nigeen Lake, 
Nishat Gardens and 
Shalimar Bagh are 
recommended.

JaMMu and KashMir 
Around 15 lakh tulips in over 68 different 
varieties, and in myriad shades blooming 
against the dramatic backdrop of the 
high Himalayas! To enjoy this mesmerising 
landscape head to the Tulip Garden in 
Srinagar this season to be a part of the 
annual Tulip Festival. Said to be the largest 
tulip garden in Asia, it's spread over a 
whopping 30 hectare. The blooming tracts 
overlook the Dal Lake at the foothills 
of the mighty Zabarwan range and are 
surrounded by Mughal-era gardens. 
Apart from simple tulips, spot exotic 
variants with multiple layers and some 
with fringed edges. Look out for variants 
in dual colours, and those that resemble 
the plumage of tropical parrots. The 
tulip bulbs in the garden are planted in a 
phased manner, so the blooms stay longer. 

Keep an eye out for other ornamental 
plants like hyacinths, daffodils, narcissus, 
muscaria and iris! You can also shop for 
traditional Kashmiri souvenirs from stalls 
outside the garden. This year, the festival is 
slated to start from the first week of April.

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Srinagar from Mumbai, Delhi, Pune, 
Patna, Bagdogra and many more cities in India. Book now at  www.spicejet.com

Visit Badamwari 
garden in 
Srinagar to 
enjoy the pale 
pink almond 
flowers and their 
sweet fragrance
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The well-connected airport is Bengaluru. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Bengaluru from Pune,
Goa, Gwalior, Bagdogra and many more cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Madurai from Mumbai, Dubai and many more cities in 
India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

Kerala
A plantation town near the 
Periyar Tiger Reserve, Thekkady is known 
for its beautiful forests and wildlife, 
and spring is an apt season to explore. 
Spot elephants, lion tailed macaques, 
Malabar giant squirrels and endemic 
Nilgiri langurs. One of the rare forests 
that offers a boat safari, the Periyar Lake 
is where you can sight birds like the 
Malabar grey hornbill and Nilgiri wood 
pigeon. The Periyar National Park offers 
several ways to make the most of the 
wildlife experience as you can enjoy half 
and full day guided trekking tours as well 
as opt for camping at select locations. 
If you can, do enjoy the day-long rafting 
cum trekking programme. Within the 
reserve, you can visit the Mullaperiyar 
Dam. With around 2,000 species of 
flowering plants and 143 orchid variants, 
the park is a nature's paradise. 

KarnataKa
A spring festival that celebrates Indian culture 
and heritage, the Hoysala Mahotsava held 
in and around Halebeedu is set against the 
backdrop of majestic stone-carved temples. 
The festival is an ode to the powerful Hoysala 
dynasty kings, who ruled from this ancient 
town. To know more about the dynasty, plan 
a visit to Halebeedu and its twin town Belur, 
only around 15 km away. Explore the main 
attraction, the Hoysaleshwara temple, dedicated 
to Lord Shiva. The temple is an architectural 
marvel standing on a star-shaped base. 
Halebeedu is also known for the Kedareshwara 
temple and many Jain temples. In Belur, visit the 
Chennakesava temple! Around 30 km away is 
the pretty hill-station Chikmagalur, where you 
can explore the lush valleys dotted with dainty 
wild flowers. Every 12 years it also sees the rare 
neelakurinji flower bloom. 

Take note: One of the 
highlights of Thekkady 
are the numerous spice 
plantations that offer 
guided and interactive tours. 
These plantations are where 
you can see how plants 
like cardamom, cinnamon, 
pepper, cloves, vanilla, 
ginger, and turmeric grow. 

Take note: Enroute 
to Halebeedu, stop 
at Shravanabelagola, 
an important Jain 
pilgrimage centre, which 
is home the world’s 
tallest monolithic statue 
of Lord Gometeshwara 
carved out of a single 
block of granite! 

Halebeedu

A popular hill station nestled 
amidst the misty Nilgiri hills, Ooty 
or Udhagamandalam is a paradise 
throughout the year. But with the 
advent of spring and heading into 
summer, the quaint town is painted in 
vibrant shades with flowers blooming 
all around, dotting its lush landscape. 
An erstwhile summer resort of the 

British Raj in India, today Ooty 
is a much sought-after 

tourist destination. To see 
the most magnificent 
flowers make a beeline 
for the Government 
Botanical Garden, 
spread over 55 acre. 
With around 600 

varieties of plants, 
the garden is a bowl 

of floral jewels. For 
more flowers head to the 

Conservatory, where many 
varieties of flowering plants are 
nurtured. Another highlight is the fern 
house which has more than 100 fern 
species and orchids. One of the most 
popular attractions here is the rare 
cork tree. You can sight the mighty 
Doddabetta peak, the highest in the 
state from here. In May, Ooty hosts the 
popular annual summer festival.

The well-connected airport is Bengaluru. 
SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop 
flights to Bengaluru from Pune, Goa, Gwalior, 
Bagdogra and many more cities in India. 
Book now at www.spicejet.com

Take note: On 
the outskirts, 
visit the popular 
Pine Tree Forest 
overlooking 
the majestic 
Sandynulla Lake. 
Also explore 
popular tourist 
hotspots like the 
Ooty Lake, the 
Avalanche Lake 
and the deer 
park.

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Riyadh 
from Delhi and multiple cities in India. Book now at 
www.spicejet.com 

Take note: Do 
visit the National 
Museum and 
Al Masmak palace! 
About 100 km 
away from the 
city, is located 
the Edge of the 
World, also known 
as Jebel Fihrayn, 
a geological 
wonder that offers 
incredible views of 
the desert.

If you are looking for an oasis of flowers 
in the middle of a desert, make a beeline 
to Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia this 
season. Enjoying pleasant weather, this is 
the time when the city hosts a vibrant spring 
festival celebrating nature with grand and 
elaborate displays of ornamental plants and 
flowers. Riyadh translates to “gardens,” a 
reference to the region's history that dates 
back to the 14th century when the land was 
known for its fertile soil, canals and trees. 
Today, it's a picture of modernity with soaring 
buildings. Riyadh is also a treasure trove of 
Saudi Arabia's rich cultural heritage. 

Dotted with forts, palaces, museums, 
more than 4,000 mosques and some of the 
country’s most vibrant souqs (markets), it’s 
also home to Saudi Arabia’s oldest university, 
King Saud University, and one of the world’s 
tallest skyscrapers, Kingdom Centre.

Riyadh
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Capital city Delhi turns into a blooming 
paradise in spring. From lush public 
gardens to spruced up roundabouts, 
Delhi's streets are lined with a floral 
kaleidoscope. From dahlias and petunias 
to salvias, pansies, poppies and many 
more, Delhi's landscape is dotted with 
flowers. Visit Lodhi Garden, Nehru Park, 
Garden of Five Senses, Sunder Nursery 
or just drive through Lutyens' Delhi for 
a vibrant spectacle of spring. But one 
of the largest and the most dramatic 
flowering exhibitions can be seen at 
Amrit Udyan (Mughal Garden) inside 
Rashtrapati Bhavan. With hundreds of 
species of flowers, the gardens are a riot 
of colours during the annual festival of 
Udyanotsav, when the space is open to 
the public. This year, Amrit Udyan will 
stay open for visitors till March 26.

If enjoying a vacation soulfully while exploring 
secluded beaches is what you want, head to the 
sea-side villages of Velas in Maharashtra during 
the Velas Turtle Festival, which is generally held 
till between March and April every year. The 
villagers here have been actively involved in 
protecting the endangered Olive Ridley turtles, 
which come to Velas to nest. The turtles migrate 
during winter to breed and NGOs and villagers 
make sure the eggs and the baby turtles are 
safe. Once the eggs start hatching the babies 
are released into the ocean which is a sight to 
behold. At dawn and dusk, tourists in controlled 
numbers are guided to the beaches to see the 
baby turtles being released from the hatcheries. 
As the sun rises, the hatchlings make a run for 
the sea, rushing headlong to meet the surf!

New Delhi

Velas Maharashtra

Take note: Apart from seasonal flowers, 
the garden features herbal plants and 
decades-old bonsais. There are floral 
carpets, musical fountains and a food 
court. The highlight of the display is a 
200-year-old sheesham tree. 

SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop connections to Delhi from Shillong, Nashik, Guwahati, Bagdogra, Khajuraho, 
Srinagar, Kushinagar, Dharamshala and many more destinations in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

The well-connected airport is Mumbai and Pune. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to Mumbai from 
Bagdogra, Jaipur, Srinagar, Guwahati, Jabalpur and many more cities. Also, fly to Pune from Srinagar, Jaipur, 
Dharamshala, Goa and other cities in India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

Take note: While there, 
you can also explore 
the nearby Bankot 
fort, the sacred town 
of Harihareshwar and 
adjacent beaches like 
Anjarle and Kelshi. 
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THE HOUSE OF FINEST

TRADITIONAL
ROYAL JEWELS
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E17, Third Floor, South Extention II, 
New Delhi 110049

BRANDS AVAILABLE



Take note: Check 
out Zero Point, the 
Lachung village and 
monastery, the hot 
springs and waterfalls. 
The hot springs are 
rich in sulphur and are 
considered to have 
medicinal properties. 

with warmer climes. 
In northern Sikkim's 
Yumthang Valley 
this is the time for 
vibrant rhododendrons 
and Alpine flowers to 
bloom. Between April 
and May several varieties of 
rhododendrons can be seen 
in the Shingba Rhododendron 
Sanctuary, Yumthang Valley, 
which has come to be called the 
‘valley of flowers’. 

Surrounded by snow-clad 
mountains, the undulating land 
bursts into colours, accentuated 
by a gurgling river and grazing 
yaks. Look out for flowers like lilies, 
primroses, poppies, buttercups 
and pink geraniums as well. The 
sanctuary is also a paradise for bird 
watchers and is home to a number 
of animals like red panda, musk 
deer, martens etc. Get the required 
permits before you visit.

The nearest well-connected airport is Bagdogra. SpiceJet connects direct and one-stop flights to 
Bagdogra from Mumbai, Delhi, Ahmedabad, Bengaluru, Guwahati, Jaipur, Pune and many more cities in 
India. Book now at www.spicejet.com

siKKiM
A landscape that shifts from stark 
to snowy white in minutes and a 
sky that goes from bright blue to 
dramatic greys within hours! That's 
the magic of Sikkim, especially 
during spring, when the last 
vestiges of winter play peek-a-boo 
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Yumthang Valley

LET THE BEGINNING
BE SPECIAL.
BOOK A PRIVATE CHARTER FOR DESTINATION WEDDING
AND KEEP THOSE JOYFUL MOMENTS PRIVATE. FOR YOUR 
PRIVACY, COMFORT AND SAFETY, BOOK NOW. 

Q400
BEST SUITED FOR
SMALL GROUP TRAVEL

BOEING 737
BEST SUITED FOR A GROUP TRAVEL
OF UP TO 200 PASSENGERS

T H E R E ’ S  A  C H A R T E R  F O R  E V E R Y O N E

For bookings: www.spicejet.com charters@spicejet.com


