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where floral artistry meets homage to Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s legacy

Bindu Gopal Rao

t’s that time of vear again
when Lalbagh, the sprawling
botanical garden in the heart
ofthe city with a storied 200-
year history, is set to enchant
visitors with its annual flower
show. This year, the 216th edi-
tion of the Lalbagh Flower Show
coincides with Independence Day.
In keeping with this significant
occasion, the organisers have cho-
sen to pay tribute to the architect
of the Indian Constitution, Bharat
Ratna Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, in what
promises to be the most anticipat-
ed show of the year.

‘The decision to highlight Dr.
Ambedkar’s achievements stems
from his remarkable contributions
to independent India, including
his work for equality, women’s
rights, and the Constitution. He
remains an inspiring role model
for the nation.

“For the past ten years, we have
incorporated thematic displays
into the show. For instance, the last
one in January (during Republic
Day) focused on Saint Basavanna
and Vachana Literature. This time,
the theme celebrates the ‘Univer-
sal Scholar and Architect of the
Constitution, Bharat Ratna Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. The main floral display
will depict the Parliament House,
or Sansad Bhavan. In addition,
we will feature Chaitya Bhoomi,

Janma Bhoomi, Ashoka Pillar, and
a Buddhist Arch similar to the one
in Sanchi. These installations will
utilise over 2.5 million flowers,
which will be refreshed halfway
through the 12-day programme,”
5ays Kusuma G, Deputy Director

of Horticulture (Lalbagh Gardens).

Dr. M. Jagadeesh, Joint Director of the
Department of Horticulture (Parks

& Gardens), adds that this years
showwill highlight Dr. Ambed-
kar’s entire story, underscoring
his monumental contributions to
the country. “Our aim is to inspire
young minds by showcasing his
incredible educational achieve-
ments—he earned more than
eight degrees and studied

in three countries. Wehope ™17+

this will encourage children
to pursue their education
with the same passion,” he
says.

Going green

Over the course of 12 days,
the show Is expected to at-
tract a staggering 1.2 million
visitors. This year, special
emphasis has been placed on
eco-friendly measures. Ramesh
D.S., LA.S, Director of the Depart-
ment of Horticulture, highlights
the importance of maintaining
a clean park, free of litter and
plastic. He notes that there will

be 22 stations where visitors can
refill their reusable water bottles.

The Indian Ploggers Army, an
organisation collaborating with
the horticulture department, is
dedicated to raising awareness
about anti-littering, proper waste
disposal, and encouraging ven-
dors to manage their own waste
during the show. Raja (G. Nagaraj),
Founder of the Army, explains, “At
the flower show, we have a team
of volunteers engaged in plogging
(collecting dry waste) activities. We
work with organisations such as
Sahass and Beautiful Bengaluru to
carry out these activities and are
thrilled to make a difference.”

The team collects all types of
waste, including chocolate and
biscuit wrappers, water bottles,
and single-use disposables, and
hands it over to the horticultural

department. Plogging activities
occur before, during, and after

the show. Although Lalbagh has
banned the use of single-use plas-
tics, tetra packs are still sold inside
the park, leading to a significant
amount of dry waste being collect-
ed during these 12 days.

Odette Katrak, Co-Founder of
Beautiful Bharat, a citizen volun-
teer group that has partmered with
the department for nearly nine
years, emphasises their goal of
making the event as sustainable as
possible and minimising waste.

“There have been several chang-
es over the years to support waste
reduction. We focus on three main
areas - process improvements,
infrastructure enhancements,
and holding vendors and visitors
accountable for their trash. While
single-use plastics are banned,
the department has also pushed
back against non-woven poly-
propylene (NWPP) bags. Bruhat
Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
(BBMP) marshals will confiscate
these from vendors at the en-
trance. This time, the department
is also requiring vendors o pay
a refundable depositof 5,000 to
encourage responsible behaviour.,
It's not just about increasing the
number of cleaners but reinforcing
the responsibility of visitors to use
dustbins and avoid banned items.”

Colour coded

&, Among the many highlights

s of this year’s Lalbagh Flow-
er Show, the potted flower
plants

VISITOR INFORMATION

« Plastic Ban: Single-use plastic
bottles are prohibited. Please
carry reusable bottles and bags.

Competitions: The horticulture
department will host
competitions in lkebana,
vegetable carving, and fruit
carving.

« Ticket Prices: Weekdays: Adults
780, Children ¥30; Weekends:
Adults 100, Children 30

+ School Visits: School children
in uniform can enter free of
charge.

Opening Hours: The flower
show is open from 7:00 AM to
7:00 PM.

Metro Travel: Namma Metro
will issue paper tickets for the
return journey from Lalbagh
metro station. Extra trains are
planned, so use metro or public
transport to avoid parking
issues.

Crowd Alert: Expect larger
crowds and queues on
weekends and public holidays.
Plan your visit accordingly.

stand out as an absolute must-see.
Not only are these plants displayed
for their sheer beauty, but they
also serve an educational purpose,
showcasing a diverse range of flow-
ers including roses, chrysanthe-
mums, Song of India foliage, and
over 100,000 potted plants sourced
from within Bangalore as well as
from Pune and Ooty.

The team orchestrating this
magnificent display is composed
of 200 dedicated staff members,
supplemented by an additional 200
individuals meticulously crafting
the intricate floral replicas. Dr. M.
Jagadeesh, Joint Director of the De-
partment of Horticulture (Parks &
Gardens), shares, “We've used over
3.1 million flowers sourced from
five states, featuring a blend of tem-
perate, tropical, and sub-tropical
varieties. There are over 200 types
of flowers, including more than 25
kinds of temperate flowers, which
are particularly special.”

This year’s show also boasts over
300 exhibitors, each presenting
stunning fruit and flower amange-
ments. Among these, visitors can
find captivating displays of Tke-
bana, Janur, and Thai art, further
enriching the experience.

The bi-annual Lalbagh Flower
Show is more than just a visual
feast; itis a vibrant celebration of
gangala re’s legacy as the "Garden

ity”,




