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Bindu Gopal Rao

angalores lively and

diverse spirit comes

alive this winter with

BLR Hubba, anannual

lestival that celebrates
evervthing from tech to art, litera-
ture, and culture. With its second
edition scheduled from November
30to December 15, this event
promises 1o showcase the best of
the city—a place that is asmucha
hub of innovation as it is a culturl
melting pot.

BLR Hubba isn't just another
festival_ It is an immersive celebra-
tion of Bangalores eclectic mixof
modern and traditional, local and
global. At the heartof the festival
is UnboxingBLR Foundation, a
not-for-profit initiative driving the
celebration of the city's journey.
The idea is simple vet profound -
to pul Bangalore on the map as a
global hub for everything—from

technology and startups to the arts

and humanities.

An array of events

BLR Hubba stands apart with its
carefully curated events, designed
notonly to entertain but to
become fixtures in
Bangalores cultural
calendar. According
to V. Ravichandar, the
Chief Facilitator of
BLR Hubba, the goal
was clear - “To create
something that is
not routinely seen in the ciry,” and
it shows. The eventspans ncross
multiple genres and venues, each
with its ownflair

Among the fesdval's most
anticipated Homegrown events is
Kantha: Sounds of Asia. a musical
celebration that melds Asian mu-
sical traditions into an exhilarating
blend of rock, fusion, folk, and
jazz. Feanuring 38 talented artists,
it promises a unigque soundscape
that will resonate with the city's
diverse cultural tapestry.

For those seeking something
avant-garde, Alt Fest will push
boundaries in the world of
experimental arts, while Futures
will gather national and interna-
tional thinkers to explore future
possibilities. Not to be missed is
Speaklore, aspoken word festival
where improv, plavback theatre,
poetry, and puppetry merge to tell
compelling stories, For those whi
crave outdoor cultural experi-
ences, Hubba In Your Streets will
transforim Bangalore’s streets into
a lively celebraton ol local talent,
from artisans to buskers,

A nod to roots

BLR Hubba is also deeply connect-
ed 1o the heart of Kamataka and its
cultual heritage. One of the stand-
outevents, Gala-Gala-Gaddala, will
mark the 120th birth anniversaryof
poet Kuvempu, one of Karmada’s
literary giants, With performane-
es, readings, and discussions, the
eventwill shine alight on the life
and work ofthe poet, offering
festival-goers an in-depth look at
his monumental conributons to
kKannacla literature.

Another artistic gem is GodeBLR.
a public art initiative that will

transform Bangalore’s walls into
vibrant muralsand thought-pro-
voking artworks. Reflecting the
city’s ever-evolving identity, Gode-
BLR will remind visitors andlocals
alike of Bangalore's dynamic spirit,

Something for everyone

Whether you're alocal or a visitor,
BLR Hubba offers something for
everyone. With 5004 events and
over 40 locations across the city,
the festival truly captures the
essenceofl Bangalore. The fesaval’s
emphasis on accessibility means
most events are free, ensuring that
culturalexploration isopen to

all, And thanks to the BLR Hubba
website, navigating the festival is
easier than ever. The site features
an intuitive search feature to help
youfind outwhat, when, and
where—making sure youl don't
miss ot on any of the action.

From thought-provoking visual
artsand contemporary dance
performances to immersive Ban-
galore Walks that stretch across
100 km of the city's footpaths. BLR
Hubba is shaping up to be a global
festival with local roots.

Looking Ahead

The dream for BLR Hubba goes

Over 500events
across music, arts,
and literature till
Dec 20, BLR Hubba's
second edition
starts tomorrow

bevond its current scale, Over
the coming vears, itaims to
rrow (nto the largest cultural
estival in India and eventually
evolve into a world-class event
For now, however, it remains
a true ode o Bangalore’srich,
diverse cultural landscape—a
place where storles are told,
traditions are celebrated. and
new ideas take shape,
Thisyear's BLR Hubba prom-
ises to be an unforgettable
experience for anyone looking
to lmmerse themselves in the
heartbeat of Bangalore—a city
that never stops innovating,
creating, and celebrating.

WHAT'S MORE?

The festival lineup indudes
guided tours of Nagarath-
pet,Malleswaram, and
Basavanagudi, alongside
literary, art, and theatre
waorkshops.

Therewill also be art
exhibitions, marathons,
filmscreenings, and
engaging discussions on
the city’s essence.

The hubba will host
markets for children,
musiciars, andart and
craftenthusiasts at
Jayamahal Palace lawns,
Jayanagar 4th Block, and
Karamangala.

Daily eventvenuesinclude
Freedom Park, Bangalore
Intemational Centre;
Panchavati (Malleswaram),
andSabha [Kamaraj Road.

Most of theevents are free
to attend.




